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US Mail: P.O. Box 13208, Dinkytown Station
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Phone: (612) 996-9224 (24-hour hotline)

E-Mail:  info@convergence-con.org

Web: http://www.convergence-con.org

~

NOTE: If you have the "®" symbol on your mailing
label you are officially registered for CONvergence
and this mailing acts as your written notification. If
this symbol does not appear you are not registered.
If you feel you have been omitted in error, please
contact registration@convergence-con.org. If you
wish to register for CONvergence, look for our
registration form on our web site.

1999

PRE-REGISTER FOR ONLY $25 UNTIL DECEMBER 31-



I GOT TO
KEEP THE
RING!

Who is that in the Green
Lantern costume? It's our
beloved mascot Connie!
Look for more of Connie in
this publication and on our
web site! If you look
closely, you may even
spot her in DC Comics’
Day of Judgment #4!

Green Lantem and Day of
Judgment @ DC Comics, Inc.

CONvergence Contact Information:
P.0, Box: PO Box 13208, Dinkytown Station
Minneapolls, MN 55414
Voice Mail: 612.996.9224 (24-hour hotline)
E-Mail: info@convergence-con.org
Web Site:  hitp://wwiw.convergence-con.org

CONvergence 2000 - Progress Report 1

CONvergence 2000 Progress Report 1 Copyright © 1999 by the Minnesota Saciety for
Interest in Science Fiction and Fantasy (MISFITS). All rights reserved. The CONvergence logo
and the likeness of Connie are the property of MISFITS.

No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted In any form or by any means
without the express written permission of MISFITS,

CONvergence 2000 Progress Report 1 was designed by Christopher Jones for CONvergence
Publications, Cover artwork and all interior artwork (unless otherwise noted) by Christopher
Jones, Special thanks (as always) go to our proofreaders,

We always welcome feedback and suggestions, and ask that any comments be directed to any
of the channels above.

e

CONVvergence:sa convention for fans of science fiction and fantasy coming to the
St. Paul Radisson in Saint Paul, Minnesota on July 7-9, 2000,

-~ This Progress Report provides an overview of many CONvergence features and events, but if

you don't find what you're looking for, just ask us! For more Information or to contact us for any
reason, please use any of the contact channels listed at left on the inside front cover.

Registration Rates and Deadlines

There is only a short time left to pre-register for CONvergence at our $25 rate. At-the-door
registration Is $50, so pre-registering can save you money! We kept our registration rates extra-
low for CVG 1999 since CONvergence was an unproven commodity then. Those rates have gone
up slightly this year, but we now hope to have these rates hold steady for some time to come.

ADULT MEMBERSHIPS
July 5 - December 31, 1999 ...... $25
January 1 - May 15, 2000.......... $35
At the DOOI..ccverressersererserserrsense $50
Supporting Membership........ $15 (+$20 at the Door)

KIDS AGES 6-12
July 5 = May 15...cmcicnnnnsnsnenns $15

.CHILDREN AGE 5 AND UNDER are FREE.

If you want to know how to pre-register or reserve a hotel room, check out the forms at
the back of this Progress Report, They should tell you everything you need to know, but If you
still have questions, contact us!

Have you people gone MATRIX HAPPY or what?

Our cover art and our usual sprinkling of fun quotations in this PR are all homages to The
Matrix for two reasons. First, it was the source for this year's CONvergence slogan ("No one
can TELL you what CONvergence [s, you have to EXPERIENCE It for yourself"), Secondly, the
MISFITS Board of Directors agrees that The Matrix was the best Science Fiction film of 1999,
Do you disagree?\We'd be happy to hear arguments to the contrary...
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Publications Division
Christopher Jones... Director
George Richard.......... Advertising

Events Division

Tim Wick viuensenienes: Director

Dlana Steben ............. Support

J0hN Grams ..ucveeereenne Cinema Rex

Erlc Knight.eeinen Cinema Rex

Zvle Razeli....., .. Cinema Rex

Cheris Haire..... ... Cinema Rex

Mary McKinley...iveen.. CORE;

Shannon Leslie........... Consuite .
GYPSY secrnarsensansaaras e Consuite Sub-Head

Cheri Thompson......... Consuite Sub-Head
Richard Caylor ........... Gadgeteer’s Zoo
Richard Brantley......... Gaming Room

Chris Mortika....cerseanes . Gaming Raom

Kat Pepmiller ............ »Masquerade

LeX| Erwin McDonald

Matthew Dahlquist

Skaht Hansen Mainstage

Todd Tourville............ /Music Co-Heads

Anna Bliss...........e.0n... Programming Co-Head

Stephanie Lindorff...... Programming Co-Head
Charlle Home............. Prog: Art & Comics
Kevin McCall ...viireein. Prog: Gaming
Matthew Gress. . Prog: Hard Science

. Prog: Hard Scl Sub-H.

Jody Wurl ...cueiseeinenen Prog: Literature
Albert ChoY....coveiannn. Prog: Movies
Elizabeth Jones .......... Prog: TV

Anton Peterson .......... Prog: Youth
RoN Patire...ccoeerserenss Theater Nippon

Committee

Facilities Division

Ishmael Williams.....Director -

Loren Botner ..............Engineering Co-Head
Nadim Khalidi... «.Engineering Co-Head
Wayne Grimmer..........Engineering ;
Charles Piehl....ccoucuernes Hotel Resume

Michael Alexander,......Hotel Sub-Head

Linda Paul ...umiereinennes Hotel Sub-Head
Rhonda Danielson.......Hotel Suite Ghoddess
Jules RaberdIng ..........Hotel Support -

Cindy Barwin ..............Information Services
Linda Petersen............Parties

Michelle Clark ...ovivseneas Parties Sub-Head
Finance Division

Pat Wick.....ouieierranDirector -

Sheree Rumbaks.........Support

Bruce Yoder......ccueen. Support |
Guests/Fundraising Division
Pertrin Klumpp .........Director ;
Perrin Klumpp... wFundraising Head -
Judy Byers......cuerevnenns Fundraising

Scott Gleger ..o Guest of Honor Ligison
Mariketing Division

Jeremy Stomberg....Director

Michael Fanslow .........Concessions

Dean HOrnINg «.ucveeeess .Concessions Sub-Head
Rene Balazs.iiiimsnene. Dealers Room Co-Head

Bernlece Krafft............Dealers Room Co-Head

Communications Division

Windy Merrill...........DIrector

Kelly POPE +vvuvuisisnanesnsSuUpport

Ryan Alexander...........Registration Co-Head

Kate Carey ......uiseenenReQistration Co-Head

Rob Withoff.......c........Visual Media
«.Volunteers Co-Head

Kelly POpPe...c.ceesenresenVolunteers Co-Head

Just because a department of CONvergence already has a department head doesn’t mean they
don't need your help! If you want to help with a certaln department or just help out at
CONvergence In general, please contact our Volunteers Department (see page 9).

o Tmetnoe T == mee ceeren
“It's a very exciting time. We've got a lot to do. We've got to get to it.”
— Tank« The Matrix

Guests of Honor

Last year's Guests of Honor were Sci-Fi legend Forrest J Ackerman, Doctor Who audio series
preducer Gary Russell, and Harry Knowles, creator of the Ain#-7t-Coo/-News web site and
movie guru. Hamry attended with his dad, Jay “Father Geek” Knowles, who also contributes to
the A7ZCVweb site, In addition to sitting several panels, Harry and Jay held court in their
poolside cabana suite, sitting up until all hours of the night talking to any fans who wanted to
vislt, Needless to say, the room was typically packed.

Jay recently sent us an e-mall after recelving a copy of our CVG 1999 Post-Mortem Report.
We just had to share some of these quotes from Jay, speaking for himself and Harry Knowles:

"We loved your Con and ail its attendees. We both agreed that we had more pure fun
at your event than at any other we have ever attended,”

"The single best experfence of the show for both Harry and I (we've talked of this
several imes) was having the space and time to entertain and informally visit with
fans and your great staff. The parties in our suite that lasted 'tif 5am every day were
nothing short of fantastic!i! A great experience neither of us will ever forget. Wae stilf
get many e-mails from people that hung out with us in the room on those fun-filled
nights. *

"Programmingy/panels met our expectations and beyond, The Art Room was cool, The
Auction room was likewise. The live concert was loads of rockin’ fun, a great show.
Sodializing in the hallways was tops! COF2E2 was a necessity that really helped
stretch those nights in an enjoyable way.”

"We experienced no tech problems other than the fact that our days were only 24
hours in length and our 5 days among you were Indeed just only 5 days. We hated
having to sleep and we didn't want to feave so soon.

Wowl

We were, of course, very flattered by Jay and Harry’s comments, and are pleased to announce
that we plan to have both of them back as guests in the near future. Harry Knowles just co-
hosted the Halloween edition of Roger Ebert’s movie review TV show, and is developing a
movie news/talk show of his own with Merv Griffin Enterprises that may be on the air next year,

This year’s Guests of Honor are shaping up to be equally exciting!

“Have you ever had a dream, Neo, that you were so sure was real. What if
you were unable to wake from that dream? How would you know the
difference between the dream world and the real world?”

— Morpheus~ The Matrix

Neil Gai ma n: Creator/Writer of Sandman, and

Neverwhere, writer of Comics, TV, Short Stories and Novels

With an intreduction of Neil Gaiman and a personal perspective, here's
Jeremy Stomberg...

1 didn't take the bullet for Neyl,

Maybe I should be more clear. There was no bullet in the first place,
so there was no need for me, standing next to Neil at his appearance
at DreamHaven Books last September, to take this non-existent builet.
But he told the crowd of about 200 that if there were any bullets
heading his way that I was the one that would jump in front of said
bullet, this saving his life, and more importantly, the signing. Wouldn
be fair tz; those further back in line if Neil were unable to continue,
would it:

Nelf Gaiman knows a lot about a fot. When he writes about a person,
place, thing or ldea, he gets a big stack of information about it and

3



So+ Morpheus. I don‘t
mean to complaina but
could I get a 1little

variety? The
electric sheep

tries to know it inside and out, Therefore,
he'’s able to make you think he'’s known
this person or lived in this place for an
exceedingly long time, and he knows

—— are 9etting  sem petter than they know themseives.
pretty old..  wek able to take you on a walk through
present-day London or the Baghdad of a
thousand years ago. He can let you meet
Augustus Caesar, Emperor Norton 1, or
Williarm Shakespeare.

Most widely known for his Sandman
serfes for DC/Vertigo Comics, Neil has
also written the BBC miniseries
Neverwhere, and a novel based on that
miniseries, He has written two short story
anthologles (Angels & Visitations and
Smoke and Mirrors). He has written
two versions - iflustrated and non-
illustrated ("For people who arent mature enough to read books with pictures”, he says) -
ofStardust,as welf as a Babylon 5 episode, a Duran Duran biography, and numerous
comic book scripts, chapbooks, short stories. He has also scripted Disney’s English-
language version of the Anime film Princess Monorioke.

Neil’s aiso a great storyteller in person, whether he's reading one of his works of fiction or
telling an aghast crowd how Morpheus Is packing heat in the latest draft of the Sandman
film. His convention panels are always lively, and hell answer any question put to him with
humor and sincenity. ;

Not only that, but he does a mean Harlan Elfison Impression.

You ever have that feeling... where you're not sure if you're awake or still
dreaming?

—Thomas Anderson. The Matrix

Ruth Thom PSON? rantasy Artist - Book

covers, Fantasy Games, Medieval Renaissance Festivals

CONvergence is proud to feature award-winning fantasy artist Ruth
Thompson as a Guest of Honor in 2000, Through her company,
Tarnished Images, Ruth has created artwork depicting elves,
wizards, warmiors, heroes, herolnes, wolves, dragons, falries, unicorns,
as well as many other mythical creatures and subjects. Ruth
Thompson's artwork has been featured in trading card games, fantasy
games, and many major publications.

Some of the companies Ruth has worked for include Wizards of the
Coast (for Magic the Gathering), TSR, Iron Crown Enterprises
(ICE), Royal Fireworks Press, Dragon Magazine, Palliard Press,
Steve Jackson Games, and many more. Ruth can be seen at

Sclence Fiction / Fantasy Conventions and Medleval Renaissance
Festivals around the country.

Ruth’s first book cover contract came in January of 1996, and she has been painting book
covers since then for Royal Fireworks Press (a children's book publisher In New York),
In addition to averaging more than a cover per month, Ruth creates 10-15 new works for
self-publication each year along with commission paintings and other contract work for
card games, fantasy games, and magazines.

For more information on Ruth Thompson and her work, check out her web site at
http://www.tarnishedimages.com,

More guests. to be anriounced soon!

y

CONvergence 2000 Features and Events

CONvergence 2000 Hotel

“You belicve that you are special. That somehow the rules do not apply
to you. Obviously you are mistaken.”
—MWNr. Reinhart The Matrix
As happy as we were with the Radisson Hotel South In Bloomington for our 1999
convention, that space was committed to other groups and was unavailable for any viable

weekend for CONvergence In 2000. As an alternative, CONvergence 2000 will be held at
the St. Paul Radisson In downtown St. Paul, Minnesota.

The St. Paul Radisson is different In a number of ways from the Radisson South in
Bloomington, but it does have a similar arrangement of poolside cabanas, which
contributed greatly to the enjoyable party atmosphere found at CVG 1999.

We are currently in the process of making space allocation decisions regarding our use of
the St. Paul Radisson's event space for the various CONvergence features, A space
allocation map will appear in PR2 in the spring.

We are continuing to investigate food and parking options In downtown St. Paul.
Currently, the Radisson St. Paul is charging $9.00 per day for parking. Their normal rate is
$9.00 for parking Monday-Friday, and $12.00 for parking Saturday and Sunday. They are
planning to build an additional parking lot immediately across the street from the hotel, If
this plan succeeds, then parking rates may go even lower. PR2 will have extensive
coverage of area parking options and any special rates we have been able to arrange.

Food, as you know, can become somewhat scarce in downtown St. Paul after about
6:00pm. We will be putting together an eating guide for downtown St, Paul, which will

Include Cosetta's, an excellent dining establishment; the St. Paul Radisson's own
Carousel

:ms ta“n;ae?tf{;ls:l;"““’ Central City Theatre and Phyllis Productions, Ltd.
restaurant; and of a company for performers

course, mf:r'w' The Central City Theatre is located at 343 Lake St. in
}‘,‘;'ﬂ,,“ﬁﬁ, and Minne.apolis. Itisa community—basec.j theatre and is
Pizza Hut. In available for rental by small theatrical or music

addition, we are groups. For information on rental prices ot

:ﬁnﬁa‘;li;ho?:bs&t upcoming shows please contact Judy Cooper-Lyle at:
opening their 5812-11% Avenue South

i ot Minneapolis, MN 55417

who don't want to voice: 612/869-5080 or fax: 612/869-2425

leave the hotel,

Pald Advertisement

What will there be to do at CONvergence 20007 Most of what there was at CONvergence
1999 to enjoy will be returning, some of it new and improved!

Art Show & Auction

“Have you ever stood and stared at it? Marveled at its beauty... its genius?”
— Agent Smitha 7The Matrix

We have a whole new crew running the CONvergence Art Show and Art Auction this year,

Michael Byme and Amy McInroy are Art Show co-heads, and Eric McInroy is our
Head Auctioneer, Other Art Show team members include Andy Murphy, Charlie Horne,

Teresa Chaney and Jeri Byrne. Many of the wonderful tips, suggestions, and Ideas that

were received during the CONvergence 1999 Art Show and Auction will be incorporated
into CONvergence 2000.
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We are in the process of updating our Artist Database. If you are an artist or know
someone who s (and we know you are out there) and would like information acout
showing artwork at the CONvergence 2000 Art Show please contact us at:

E-Mail: mibyrnel@uswest.net

US Mail: CONvergence Art Show
¢/o Michael & Jerl Byrne
6131 Regent Avenue North
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429

Cinema Rex (Movie Room) .

“Buckle your seatbelt, Dorothy, "cause Kansas is going bye-bye.”
—Ciphera The Matrix
One of the greatest successes of CONvergence 1999 was the launch of
Cinema Rex. Cinema Rex showed a wide variety of crowd-pleasing SF and
fantasy films on a 10-foot screen, most in a widescreen format from

DVD or Laserdisc to ensure a sharp image. And did we mention the
surround sound?

Who wants to sit through a movie in a hard chair? Well, you don't have to.
Rex has brought In a truckload of comfy couches, chairs, and love seats for
your beleaguered bottoms. While he was at it, he scooped up armloads of lamps so you
won't be blasted out of your seats by fluorescent lighting between films, and coffee tables
and end tables so you'll have a place for your drinks, food, and feet during the fllms.

Fresh made popcorn (yum, yum) and candy will adomn our concession stand. Of course
you won't have to trudge all the way to the ConSuite to get a beverage; we'll have our
own. And did we mention cookies? Who could ask for more?

In the end, a film room can only be as good as the films It shows. We hope to have as
good a selection of movies as last year, but agaln we wont be able to announce the
playlist prior to the convention due to copyright agreements. Check out our web site to
see a listing of last year’s movies,

COF;E; (Free Coffee and Espresso)

“It's a single-celled protein, combined with synthetic aminos, vitamins
Il and minerals, Everything the body needs.”

—Dozer+ The Matrix

CORE, will be back by popular demand. (Surprise, surprise, peaple like
free coffee!) We expect to have a better handle on staffing this year, and
will know soon if we will have similar restrictions on our hours of operation
this year as we did last year, “F2-E2" will again be a muslc venue this
year, and we plan to announce a partial line-up of musical acts In PR2.

Dealers’ Room

The CONvergence 2000 Dealers’ Room will have more tables than at CVG 1999, and we
hope to also have a wider variety of dealers and merchandise available.

Space in the Dealers’ Room is avallable at a rate of $65 for the first table and $55 for each
additional table, with a limit of four tables total.

Dealer’s memberships can again be upgraded to full memberships for $20, either at the
time of the purchase of the table space or at the door on convention weekend. You get up
to 2 free Dealer's memberships with the first table and 1 for each additional table, upto 5
Dealer’s memberships for 4 tables.

For further information on Dealers’ Room space, contact the Dealers’ Room care of
CONvergence (see inside front cover) or email marketing @convergence-con.org
before December 31, 1999,

b

Gadgeteers’ Petting Zoo / Science Display Area

“Throughout human history we have been dependent on machines to
survive. Fate, it scems, is not without a sense of irony.”
— Morpheus~ The Matrix

The Gadgeteers’ Petting Zoo at CONvergence1999 was a good start on what we hope will
be an ongoing tradition at CONvergence, but one thing it lacked was gadgets. The
Minnesota Space Frontier Society, the Minnesota Astronomical Society, the
University of Minnesota Geology Department, the Minneapolis Planetarium, and
Jeff Claussen did a great job of filling out the room, but we want more fun, fantastic and
goofy gadgets next year.

If you are Interested in seelng this unique offering continue and have
gadgets of your own to add to the display, contact Gadgetmaster
Richard Caylor care of CONvergence (see inside front cover).

Gaming

“What is ‘real’? How do you define ‘real’?”
— Morpheus~ The Matrix

In addition to a track of gaming-related pragramming, CONvergence will feature an open
gaming area and many organized games of varlous kinds. Look for more detailed
information in PR2, If you would like to offer to run a game or otherwise help with
CONvergence gaming, contact Richard Brantley, Lisa Pepin, or Chris Mortika are of
CONvergence (see inside front cover for contact information).

The Masquerade
“Your clothes are different... your hair is different. Your appearance now
is what we call residual self-image.”
— Morpheus+ The Matrix

Kat Pépmiller will return to produce the CONvergence Masquerade.
Anyone who saw the CVG 1999 Masquerade knows that Kat's tradition of
excellence in Masquerades is alive and well at CONvergence.

The Masquerade will be held Saturday night on Mainstage. It promises to
be a fantastic show and a great opportunity for regional costumers to
display their abilities in costuming and presentation in Novice through Master divisions.

All Masquerade registration forms will be avallable on our web site except the Liability
Form, which needs to be filled out and signed atthe convention, We encourage everyone

planning to participate in the Masquerade to register prior to the convention so we can
better plan volunteer needs.

Musjc

As with CONvergence 1999, we will be featuring live music again this year.
We will have two bands Friday and one band or a D] dance on Saturday
night, Although the timeslot is not yet set, we have our first confirmed
musical act for CONvergence 2000:

Psychopop will play Mainstage at CONvergence 2000 after their popular
appearance at CONvergence 1999 in our CORE; venue.

We are still In the process of negotiating with bands and as soon as more
are confirmed, we will be announcing them on the web site and on our e-
mail announcement list.

We will also be having music again in our COR;E; venue and we need your
help. We need small acts that have minimal amplification needs to perform
in our coffee shop. Any type of music is welcome, but we need to know you are out there.
Please contact us at |nfo@convergence-con.orq if you are interestad in performing.
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Parties

Are you one of thase people who like to have fun? Do you
enjoy parties? Then why not host one? All it takes is some great
ideas, some planning, and a place to have it. We will supply the
place; it's up to you to supply the ideas and the planning. Our
helpful Parties staff will even assist you with those.

How do you sign up to host a party? Just fill out the form located

conveniently in this Progress Report and send it to the address listed,
Phule’s Club

Phule’s Club was popular at CVG 1999, but we think it will be even better
at CONvergence 2000.

What Zs Phule’s Club? Why, it's The Greatest Gaming Establishment and
Smart Bar in the Known Galaxy™, Phule’s Club Is a fast-paced, fun-filled
game emporium and high-tech smart bar set In that best of all Ancient
Egyptian times, the Cyber Era. (Surely you're famlliar with the Egyptian
Cyber Era. There was a special on the Discovery Channel just last week...)

“I know Kung Fu.”
“Show me.”
— Neo and Morpheusa The Matrix

CONvergence 1999 introduced a rather unique mode! for programming, and
our survey results said you enjoyed what we did last year, We hope to do
even better this year, so we are continuing to fine-tune and tweak that model
for CVG 2000. We are keeping the "campus" approach (programming broken
out into several tracks, with all programming for a specific track In a specific
room), as well as the format of 60-minute panels separated by 30-minute
breaks for setup, breakdown, discussion spill-over, etc.

We are making some changes to the programming tracks this year: The
Comics track has merged with Art and Artists track, and the
unCONventional track Is now known as the Sci-Fi Hot Dish track (“Ya
never know what will be in it, don‘cha know™.

Anna Bliss and Stephanie Lindorff return as Programming Department
Co-Heads this year. The sub-heads for CONvergence 2000 Programming are:

Literature: Jody Wurl

Hard Science: Matthew Gress

Gaming: Kevin McColl

Television: Elizabeth Jones

Art and Comics: Charlle Home

Youth: Anton Peterson

Mavies: Albert Choy

Sci-Fl Hot Dish: Anna Bliss and Stephanie Lindorff

We want to hear your ideas for panels, events, single person presentations, and the like,
Better yet, how about sitting that panel yourself, or helping recruit other panelists for it?
Please send your suggestions or contact us to get involved In CONvergence programming.
The Programming Department can be reached at or
care of CONvergence through any of the contact channels listed on the Inside front cover.

We hope to start scheduling the panels and programming events for our Guests of
Honor very scon, and will be posting that information to the web site as It is finalized, If
you want a GoH to be part of your programming event, tell us soon,

a

Silent Auction

The Silent Auction was a great success, raising over $1,000 for the Minnesota Society
for Interest in Science Fiction and Fantasy (MISFITS)! We plan on making this an
annual fundraiser for MISFITS and we are already looking for donations to our auction for
next year, Please contact us if you have something that you would like to donate.

Soylent Theater

The boys are back! Tim Uren, Kelvin Hatle, Joe Scrimshaw and Josh Scrimshaw
return with a new show full of “geek chic” comedy. If you saw Soyfant Theater at
CONvergence 1999, either thelr Masquerade halftime show or their full-length Maln Stage
show, you know what a riot these guys are, Featuring hysterical sketch comedy rich with a
knowledge and love of the best and worst of Scl-F, Soylent Theatar s not to be missed.
Sketches last year included a parady of Episode One and a falr helping of Dalek humor.
What will this year bring? MO MAN CAN SA4Y.

Theater M‘ppon (Anime Room)

As the immortal bard might have sald, “An Anime Room by any

. Other name still shows videos with a lot of Japanese school girls and
I\ glant robots.”

OK, he would neverhave said that. But the point is that the
Anime Room Is back, freshly dubbed Theater Nippon. (A
freshly sub-titled version Is not currently available.) Once again,
the good folks at the Twin Cities Anime And Manga Society
(TCAAMS) are hosting and operating the CONvergence Anime
room, and we're sure they’ll do the same great job, A listing of titles

being shown at Theater Mjgpon will be made available closer to the
convention.

For more information on TCAAMS, check out thelr web site at
http://people, mn.mediaone.net/deedle.

Volunteers

R Samanid
“I know what you're thinking, 'cause right now I'm thinking the same thing. Actually,
I've boen thinking it ever since I got here: Why oh why didn't I take the BLUE pill?”
— Cipher~ The Natrix

Any experienced convention attendee will tell you where the real fun Is to be found:
Volunteering! Get that "behind the scenes” thrill. Witness embarrassing anecdotes that

will become part of fan legend. Most importantly, earn the love and respect of your fellow
con-goers, Because everyone loves a volunteer!

The Volunteers Department did not run as smocthly as we would have
liked last year, but please, be patient with us! We've got some new
ideas and new department heads, Eva Kramer and Kelly Pope. And
they believe they can pull order out of chaos.

If you have offered to volunteer but have not been contacted yet, be
patient. The department work shifts usually get fllled right before the
convention. And of course, you can always present yourself to the
Volunteers Table at the convention and we GUARANTEE there will
be grateful people begging for your help,

Much of our volunteer need is staffed at and during the
convention. Yes, those unsung heroes: Badgers, Twinkles,

and Gophers,




Badger, n. - 1. A small furry mammal. 2. A convention volunteer who visually checks
badges at convention sponsored events, such as the Dealer's Room or Art Show, This
volunteer is indispensable to the smooth running of the convention, Perks Include getting
to sit down, chatting with your fellow badgers and passing attendees, and reading
amusing badge names.

Twinkie, n. - 1. A spongy snack cake with a half-life of 437 years, 2. A ConSuite
volunteer who maintains an even distribution and flow of snacks and munchies, Perks
include being cheered by attendees and sorting Skittles.

Gopher, n. - 1. A bumbling purser on an ‘80s Aaron Spelling serles, 2. An all-around
volunteer whose mere presence makes life better for stressed Individuals around them.

And of course, there are the many department-specific needs that will be filled by the
department heads, If you would like to volunteer for CONvergence, check the box on your
registration form, Or snail mail, email or voicemail us! Let us know what you'd like to do
and what you're good at — it really does help.

Remember, offering to volunteer does not mean an all-weekend-long commitment, You
can volunteer for just an hour or two. You can volunteer and still have plenty of free time
to spend any way you want. Thanks for your help and support, and we'll see you at
CONvergence!

Farewell to Marion Zimmer Bradley

We are saddened by the death of Marion Zimmer Bradley, author and creator of the
Darkoverviorid and serles, and editor of MZB Fantasy Magazine, the popular Sword
and Sorceress anthology series, and the best-selling Avalon books. Ms. Bradiey's work
Is most notable for featuring women in central roles, and for presenting pagan themes in a
positive light, She suffered a major heart attack on Sept. 21 which lead to her passing on
Sept. 25, 1999, Funeral services were held on Sunday, Oct. 17, 1999 in California.

FRom KRONOS TO MONGO,

AND ANYWHERE INBETWEEN
REAL ESTATE’S A TRICKY BUSINESS
( 30 GET A KLINGON ON YOUR TEAM )
George & Sarah Richard
(AKA Ming, Mordokk & Saavik)
Edina Realty Homeservices, Inc.

(612)781-3868 or (651)639-6368

See the CONvergence 99 Brides at
http:/members.aol.com/GeoHard/ MNrealtor.html

]l n Pald Advertisement

CVG 2000 Publication Schedule

Feb 27, 2000: Advertising / Submissions Deadline for PR2

Mar 28, 2000: CVG 2000 Progress Report 2 Distributed

May 15, 2000; Advertising / Submissions Deadline for
Souvenir Book and Programming Guide

July 7-9, 2000: CONvergence 2000|
Souvenir Book and Programming Guide Distributed

e e The Minnesota Society for Interest in
NI o Science Fiction and Fantasy

5 F [ T US Mail: PO Box 2879, Loop Station
. . Minneapolis, MN 55402-0879
_[ésnctacockey) iusTnte ¢ E-mall: misfitsNP@aol.com

2 é . Web: www.misfit.org

The mission of the Minnesota Society for Interest In Sclence Fiction and Fantasy (MISFITS)
Includes education, literacy and community building. MISFITS Is a forum and foundation

for members of the fan community, a chance to celebrate our diversity and our common

bonds, and an opportunity to promate the appreciation of and interest in Science Fictlon and
Fantasy within the greater community,

In addition to being the parent organizatiop) of CONvergence, MISFITS also sponsors many

e [ gg %@’
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¢; Coppertop. We don't have time ty Questions.”
TR Fidimea. Wi Switchs e Matrix
fii st the Second Anatia A

ES will be hollfig Its second annual Writing:@ertas, i
) and Openi{all ages) Divisions. There Is a s})g‘ B

e for efiiil { the Youith division. BN
. SRS o % 3
eekin Soth divislons, and the winning €atry in each division wj

istributsy at CONvergence 2000, Entries;must be unpublis!
nce fiction, fantasy, horror, or supernatural fiction of 3500 wao

3,

Project Happy Holldays is an opportunity for us to help a family in our Fan community
whose year has been unusually difficult. Through nominations provided by our members, a
family is selected. We then attempt to fulfill their hollday wish list,
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We will be accepting family nominations until Thanksgiving, Please contact us if you would

like to nominate a family, donate your time, or help to fulflll the wish list, Help us make
their holiday happy.

MISFITS Sci-Fi Movie Night

MISFITS is pleased to sponsor MISFITS Sci-Fi Movie Night In partnership with Nathan
Block of the Plaza Maplewoad Theater, 1847 East Larpenteur Ave., Maplewcod. (651) 770-
7969 (Hit "4" for Sci-Fi Movie Night Info.)

Movies will be shown on Friday and Saturday nights on the third weekend of each
month. Tickets are $4 and showings are at 11:30pm. Upcoming movies Incdude

Big Trouble in Little China (Nov. 19, 20), Close Encounters of the
3rd Kind (Dec, 17, 18), and Rldley Scott’s Legend (Jan, 21, 22).

In Closing

“Tdon't know if you're ready to see what I have to show
you, but unfortunately, we have run out of time.”
— Morpheuss The Matrix

Thank you for taking the time to read PR1, and thanks to everyone who
helped produce it. Please share PR1 with your friends and anyone who might
be Interested in becoming part of CONvergence. Your comments and
suggestions are always appreciated, See you at CONvergence!

No one can TELLEyau what CONvergence is...
you have to EXPERIENCE it for yourself.

FSandmc-z*n ; Th-etl)ream—fiunte;:
Neil Gai EY a0
SIGNED by both $29.95

DreamHaven Books & Comics
912 W. Lake St. Minneapolis 612-823-6161
1309 4th St. SE Minneapolis 612-379-8924
Out of town? Call our mail order dept. at
612-823-6070 (shipping extra) ;
www.dreamhavenbooks.com

1. E : Pald Adm

Minicon 35 =

Music! Parties! Mark Time Award! Programming!
Art Show! Hucksters! Silly games! Dr. Mike!

April 21-23, 2000
Hilton Minneapolis & Towers
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Writer Guest of Honor

Maureen F. McHugh

Hugo-winning author of China Mountain Zhang and Mission Child

Fan Guest of Honor

Lenny Bailes
Fanwriter, galactic explorer, and help-desk to the masses

Artist Guest of Honor

John Berkey

One of the greatest living SF artists, In his first-ever GoH appearance

Membership Until 15-Mar-00 At-the-door
Attending $40 $70
Child Attending $15 $30
Supporting $15 NfA

(Convert to Attending at the door: $25)

Hotel Reservations
Call the Hilton directly at 612-376-1000 (or the toll-free reservation system at
800-445-8667) to reserve a regular sleeping rcom. To reserve a suite, contact
<hotel@minicon35.mnstf.org> or send your request to the Minicon PO Box,
Room rates: $72/night+tax, same as 1999! Suite rates: $130/night+tax and up.

Minicon is brought to you by... Minicon's address:
Minnesota Science Fiction Society ~ Minicon 35

P.O. Box 8583 P.0O. Box 8297

Lake Street Station Lake Street Station
Minneapolis, MN 55408 Minneapolls, MN 55408

Minn-Stf events hotline: 612-824-5550  http:/fwww.mnstf.orgminicon35/
<request@minicon35.mnstf.org>




A Programming Form

Compilete this form and send it to: CONverpence, P.O. Box 13208, Dinkytown Station, Minneapolis, MN 55414

To volunteer to participate in programming events.

. Parties Form

,f’: To register room partics for CONvergence 2000

Qaime O atodass O comes [ velevision

Twould ke b hep In Programming Ops, = Yes

Parties Staff Expectations in return:
Reguired Information Programming Idea s St vt of Pcis Head, L Patersan, and St There are a few things we do expect every registered party to do,
\ . s o uck, are In charge of 1. we t you to
e b T oot 310 U5 | | it oo  oprieio o v o s aH1g th paries 3¢ COvergence Metmorale and o, o] et oy beur vl -l Lo
contact Informa Please which 'We hope to entice you to thraw a party yourself and hel 2, We people
you think your Idéa might fit Inta, 4f any. (Write on the Yo and help us put on &xpect your party to be open and staffed with Fend:
back of this form or mtach arvther sheet If needed.) a0 ircreditie Batch of parties a COMvargence 20001 during your posted hows. The Parties Staf wil chack, 1f we ind a
s Courtesy: 2 perty chosad during the posted hours the fiyers el be taken comn,
. I you Bre serving akcohel ect your bartende
There are a few courtesles that we would like you to rot puk the badges, LT st
= extend to the fars to avoid confusion. I 2
Addess " ATheme: 1o 2 r o ot e . mportant things to remember:
an (taasting SF with a'toaster). It can b obvious (a 1. Check ot times for the hotel are 12:00
What kind of itam Is your suggestion? Werld Con bid It does! ® 12:00 noon. 1f a later creckout time
Cy; Statn, 2P Code, Counoy (f o LSA) (Cnoose from types listed in bottom left bax below) Just sommnqm%ulh your i‘a::;‘mb::;l:.n e 2 cﬂh M" odl : y:: m:gk:om S8 hote il
2 Sign/Bannar: We encourage banners and signs o e the fars et vt ke Tl AR i e
Phone (Home and/or Work) - 8¢ laast one is required b
(! ) 1 would be willing to (mark where appropriste below): 3 Pust Hours of Operstiens Letthe s ko tht the pacple 3 You will nesd ane hotel reom form for each room you ik be uzing.
.. halp plan 1ounging around at tvad in the aRemoon are actual
AN e teene”  Qves Qwo O oniyvannep nndwtmmnydm‘tmnuraulgm;m:v:nmq‘w : ake MoneyforyourPartyl
i willn 1o do at but than ; . TOGTUIL OthOr : 4. Host/Hostess: Scmeana shoud fachange for staffing concessicn stands at Target Center everrs, the
1 wdllg to do at desst _____ Rems, but no mere than ____ - Oves Ono Qonywithnep erter your pory. Let them know baeyre slcans st e Minnesata Society for Iterest in Seenca Ficton and Fantasy (MISFITS)
e Qaing on. uts to keep a parcantage of the take. You can volumteer to your time to
I hava experlence or interest In the following SF/F-related areas: tisevent,  dves Do T ontywith hatp : Falp & cre or mare of these ongoing and Important fundralsing events for
Some of the things Doy 2 COlva o of & fan orgaiztion pareing to hold a oo

CONvergence will do for you: = mompami 1% " 8 e mone foryou group o sena

Q aming O Hard Science O Modes 0O cons / Fandom Iwould Tke to be k
, part of the Ace 1. Usting in CONvergence P. Fudca: We will Fcrmlnrwmmnonmmmmmmmmr ndrals) 5
Q0 uersture  Lterary criicism Q vouvreiated Programering Froomwsion Te Saact e Ove party uide t ol atendees of £ convason st Ut aname,  COROGEKathy Pepriler st kgpepmiterSbotmalcom
s o Sy g and Rachada of sy soucl CONvergence Contact Information
What kinds of ite ukd you feel most comfortable particlpating in? 2. Party Pack:Vie wil distriouea b limited amount of US Mail: P.0, Bax 13208, Dirikytown Stabion
ey e s e i Prograsmming Tooma? (Check o that 3pc) | UnCHes 10 recersd aries Lo SUppTARE your o IS, Minneapels, Minnesota SS414
Q) seminars (One spealeer, audience listens) Friday: 3. Buttons: We wiX provide buttons for the hosts of the pirty, Phene:  (612) 596-9224 (24-howr hattine)
o e Q 0> 430 (] 80> 7130- 4. Signs: 1f you provide us with the artwork we wil prick up your E-Halli  infoDeonvergence-conerg
Panols (3-5 Experts, Audience asks quastions) #Dopm S30pm 7:00pm 8:30pm signsffiyers for you, Wab:  waw.comergence-con.org
Q hops (Particpants take something home, tangibie ar othervise) we  Qm Qe Ho “6e
CJ  Rounceables (Moderator 1eads discussion, everyone contributes) “m,:" : you hacanttell you what C(ONvergence is...
0 ' . ve © exparience it for yourself.
Readings (Author reading from warks) %00- [ 10:30- 1200 M) 130
D Austographing (Authar or artist autographing works) 10:00we 113am 1:00pm 230pm
3:00- 430+ &00 7:30- .
O Show 7 Demo (Group show or demonstration, |.e. Stage Combat) D 0K Q8 QI Please fill out the information below (print neatly):
O OmrER (if you have sncther type of event, 1t us know) Qs C)rrni 0
Sunday Primary Contact Name " Ful Miling Address (induding Gity, State, and Dp Code)
12:00- 1:30-
_Thank you for your interest in and support of CONvargence 2000, to be held 1:00pm 2:30pm e
July 7-9 2000 at the Saint Pal Radisson In downtown St. Paul, Minnesota, I'd rather not be scheduled AGAINST the o " EMal Address
Seoo following items: (Check all that apply) Party Name / Theme:
CONvergence Contact Info Opening [ Fridey Night A
thera! ) US Mallz P.0, Box 13208, Dinkytown Station g ;‘;x“‘“ = :""‘ “":‘ Will you be serving alcohol?  ves O no O Room Party [ or Pooiside Cabana L (Check Preference)
Minneapols, Minnesota 55414 asquerade Name(s) for H ;
Phone: (612) 9969224 (24-hour hatkine) mo""m‘w ol st o heow i) ostess Badges: _
y E-Mall: info@xonvergence-con.crg bt cannot guarantee that particioants Days/Hours of Operation: ClFrIday DSaturdary DSunday
q {3y Wbz wwwconvergerce-con.ory wilf ot be soheduled outside these tines, July 7 Iy 8 o
S f Complete thi Houks Hours Hours
No one c¢can tell you what C(ONvergence is... prat "‘""“"“'"“"‘°°°’W9M“P-W.clomwmm,v.o.aoxuzoe,bmkytnwnsmlm.an.:polu,mssau
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please print clearly « one pre-registration per form + please feel free to make photocopy duplicates of this fory:

A convention for fans of Science Fiction and Fantasy in all media,
At the Saint Paul Radisson in St. Paul, Minnesota

-3 sy Pre-registration form
This form Is for reservation purposes only. SEND NO MONEY for hotel purposes at this N, ‘[BAB 2 U U U uy :

time. Payment for your room Is arranged between you and the hotel, Complecz tffs form and send it (with check or money arder, US funds on) tor

»*; Hotel Form

For the reservation of hotel rooms for CONvergonce weckend

COWerpence, £.0. 8ox 13208, Dinkytown Station, Minneaoals, MY 55414
Please fill out the following contact info: Room Requirements: Required - Thess feics MUST be filed out for us  process your reglstration.
sk Los- S e Registration
Fult Na Q 1 King Bed Q smoking 9 . Tl Name
o 8 2 Double Beds 8 Non-Smaking i Rateszfo%‘l;
Cont Care Don't Care vergence T
" Street Address : — hod A
Chck B Sauierments Low. apcly: uc 31, 1999 2 | v Coy (708 USH)
City, State, 2IP Code, Country (if not USA) Quowror Q Rollaway Q) Crb Tanusry 1 - $35
Q Wheelchair Access May 18, 20C0 m 7 sy
Number of People In Room: Supporting
Home Phone Number Work Phone Number ) — 15/ | NOT Required - an £:mag aderess 5 NOT, 8
e one Other Rasponsibie Party: Henbers s :2 0/ e b b s m:nwm”’fd&mm%wmw
Email add ($15 nonw plus $20
- Check-in Date: St oor) T Ema) address
- B L e ¥ids Age 6-12 $15
Important Hotel Information CheckoutDate: (Pre-reg ends TR
(Please Read): s hicanbai
» CONvergence assigns all rooms, cabanas, and other hospitality areas. WED Jdy 7-9, 2000 $50

= If you want to host a room party (regardless of location), you must JULY | JuLy
also fill out a Partles Request form. os L
» Please note CONvergence will only accept 7WO CVG 2000 room g Make checks or money orders
request forms from any one person. Once '“e'm mw.l?lnﬂ'sl:ed p payable to CONvargance.
» CONvergence will attempt to return unprocessed any form reom In the Saint Paul Radisson as they
consldered Hiegible or incomplete. are avallable. Lwculd be Interested In infor- | T would be irkerestad volunteering in the fellowing areas: T weudd be Interested In wauresering..
« Please Inquire about exact check-Infcheck-out times when contacted milan an: (check all thak apely) | {check a1 that apply) (eheck all thee aoply)
to confirm your reservation, Room Rates: g aaalers Room Tables | Q) Phule'sClub O Badgers/Gophers  Q ConSulte | O During the year
» I you would like your room to be near a particular group or person, Single/Double — $98 per night o asquerade Entry Q Publications O Registration 0 COFRsE; 0 Conventlon set-up
indicate name here: ; Art Show / Auction O Engineering O Art Show Staff Q During the convention
Triple/Quad/Cabana - $108 per night Q Advertising O Mainstage Q Pregramming Staff O Convention tear-down
CONvergence will accommodate as many people as passible, but not T o LW SO g 5,”“,,? dhi o Masquerade  Q Programming Panelst
% ' - 0 M
all requests can be fulfilled, Whirlpool sulte - $295 per night ng with MISFITS | Q Put me wherever I am needed (our favorite kind),
« Check-out time is 12 noon unless othenvise specified. £0 you have any other ideas, Sl or resources that you woukd lice to lend the use of to Converpence? LI o, plaase explaln cn the back of this farm,
For more general Information on CONvergence, visit our web site
Sea or contact us through the channels listed below. Direct ail L“mmw'mmmwm“mﬂwmmwmwmwm
you SHE Saclety for Interest In Sclence Fiction and Fantasy (MISFITS), THANK YOU AGAIN FOR
there! inquiries to the address below or send E-mall directly to YOUR SUPPORT AND WE
3 hotel@convergence-con.org. Iryoupcwulnmmhlno-mlllddms.MMBMMmﬂrmmnMHblmtowuwn LOOK FORWARD 1"0 SEEING
emall 3s scon 33 kIs antered into cur database. if'we o not have your e=mal address, YOU AT T | =
CONvergence Contact Information confimation wll b8 sent upen our next scheduiad US Mallng cycle. Any conrmatcn guen s : HE CON!
US Mail:  P.0. Bax 13208, Dinkytown Station panding the cearing of paymert,
Mnneapois, Mnnescta 55414 Please nota that we our Infermation private and wil i
Phone:  (612) 996-9224 (24-how hotine) with armane, If mm Mumn or':!need : :o:m usz myl::rmp;u.:r mwm
E-Mall:  Info@convergence-can.org comact infermation belowy,

Web: VAW, COPWRIQRNCE-CON g

No one can tell you what CONvergence is...
you have to experience it for yourself.

Us Mail: P.0, Box 13208, Dinkytown Station
Minneapolls, MN 55414

Phone: (612) 996-9224 (24-howr hotiine)

E-Mail: nfoRccnvergence-can,arg

Web: Wyivi.Convergence-con, org

CONvergence ig imminent.




